JOHN   EVE LYN
* . . on the contrary he considered his health and
his abilities and above all his improved stock of
knowledge from experience as talents entrusted to
him by providence for the benefit of mankind; and
he scorned in his old age to perform less diligently
his duty, than, from a true principle of publick
spirit he had done in his youth/'
We must remember that these comments on
Evelyn's accomplishments were founded on the
reports of him handed down by those who knew him,
and on his written works, and not on the Diary,
which still remained locked up in the library at
Wotlon.
In his life's record, as we now know it, Evelyn
appears in so many attractive lights that there is a
temptation to adopt his own method of panegyric in
writing about him, or to imitate the tone of some of
the letters of his friends. We can see with Pepys that
his eagerness may have made him appear conceited
in his younger days, but we know from his written
words that he was genuinely humble* We can
imagine that he was over-busy and over-fussy
socially,, but when his pursuits are closely followed his
energy can only be praised, even though it may not
have always been well directed. We may think his
knowledge, except in the case of gardens and trees,
was after all restricted, yet clearly his advice was
constantly sought by Kings, Archbishops, leaders of
scientific thought., architects and many others, so
that he stands out in a difficult age as a man of good
judgment and integrity.
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